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SECTION 2. OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS

277. GENERAL. In addition to obtaining economic

master Minimum Equipment List (see chapter 8 of volume

authority from DOT, each foreign air carrier must obtain 3 for MEL)

operations specifications issued by the FAA before con-
ducting foreign air transportation operations. Appendix A
of Part 129 contains detailed requirements governing

applications for the issuance and amendment of opera-

tions specifications for foreign air carriers.

279. RESPONSIBLE FAA FIELD OFFICE. Appendix
A of Part 129 states that the application for foreign air

D. Maintenance program or procedures adequate to
support the use of the proposed Minimum Equipment List

E. Application for special purpose flight crewmember
certificates, if applicable

283. PROCESSING APPLICATIONS.

carrier operations specifications should be addressed to A. Within 5 working days, the responsible FAA office

FAA headquarters. However, the respoitisjbfor the

issuance and amendment of foreign air carrier operations

specifications and the approval of Minimum Equipment

Lists and maintenance programs for U.S.-registered

shall notify the applicant of receipt of application, either in
writing or by telephone. The application shall be evaluated
to ensure that the information identified in the following
has been provided and that the accuracy of each item is cer-
fied by the applicant. The evaluation of the application

aircraft has been delegated to certain regions and in turnggonsists of a desk audit based on the statements and infor-

to specific district offices. A foreign air carrier, however,

mation provided by the applicant and the inspector’s

may elect to locate its U.S. office in a region other than assessment of the applicant’s information.

those specified below. Headquarters and other regional

offices receiving applications from any foreign air carrier
shall forward each application to the appropriate respon-
sible Regional Flight Standards Division as follows:

« ANM-200 for Canadian operators based on or
west of 100 degrees west longitude

* AEA-200 for Canadian foreign operators based
east of 100 degrees west longitude and foreign
operators located in Europe, Africa, Middle East,
and India

* ASO-200 for foreign operators located in the
Caribbean and Central and South America

« ASW-200 for all foreign operators based in
Mexico

* AWP-200 for all foreign operators located in Asia,
Pacific Basin, Australia, and New Zealand

281. APPLICATION. Applications for foreign air
carrier operations specifications shall be made by letter.
The Letter of Application must contain the applicable
information prescribed in Appendix A of Part 129. In
addition to the Letter of Application, the applicant must
present for review the copy of DOT 402 permit or exemp-
tion. For each leased U.S.-registered aircraft to be
operated the applicant must submit the following docu-
ments:

A. Registration markings as
129.11(a)(4)

required by FAR

B. Lease agreement or a written memorandum of the
terms of the lease signed by both parties

C. Proposed Minimum Equipment List (applicant’s
or U.S. owner’'s/operator’s) tailored to the applicant’s
operations and based on the FAA-approved

2-172

(1) Routes
Compatibility of aircraft with route and airspace
requirements

Adequacy of aircraft communications, navigation,
transponder, and altitude reporting equipment

Use of Category 1l or Il
procedures

(2) Airports

approach/landing

Adequacy of gateway, refueling, provisional and
alternate airports

Aircraft takeoff and landing weight, runway, and
taxiway limitations

(3) Flight Crewmembers
Type and class of certificate issued by State of
Registry of aircraft

Familiarity with U.S. airspace and airport
operating regulations and procedures

Fluency in English language
(4) Aircraft

Current and valid registration
Markings

Airworthiness certificate
Registry

issued by State of

Continuous airworthiness maintenance program
manual (U.S.-registered aircraft only)

Minimum Equipment List (U.S.-registered aircraft
only)
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(5) Dispatchers ifications issued. The responsible inspector shall obtain
foreign air carrier designators and operations specifica-
* Proposed organization tions numbers directly from AVN-120 (FTS 747-4353).

The four letter designator shall always be the first four
characters of the operations specifications number.
- i ] . When requesting a designator and operations specifica-
* Certificates issued by country of foreign air tjons number the inspector shall state “the purpose of the
carrier applicant contact is to request a foreign air carrier designator and
+ Weather collection, processing, and dissemination operations specifications number” and then provide the
official name of the foreign air carrier, the preferred three
letter designator for the foreign air carrier. The designha-
B. If the evaluation results in a finding that the appli- tor of the responsible flight standards district office must
cant can meet the operating requirements of Parts 91 analso be provided (for example WP09). The fourth letter
129, appropriate operations specifications shall be issuedf foreign air carrier designator will always be the letter
to the foreign air carrier. If the evaluation results indicate «g» (see chapter 1, section 4 for construction of foreign
deficiencies or omissions in the application, the responsiwi,  carrier operations  specifications  number).
ble inspector must contact the representative of the
foreign air carrier. The Regional Flight Standard Division

shall be notified before returning or rejecting an applica- C: The responsible inspector will enter the foreign air
tion of a foreign national air carrier. The applicant’s rep- carrier's assigned operations specifications number on the

resentative shall be informed of the deficiencies and ofuPPer right corner on the signature side of each page of the
what must be provided by the foreign air carrier to makeoperations specifications. The original copy of approved
the application acceptable. If the deficiencies are not satoperations specifications will be issued to the applicant. A
isfactorily resolved within a reasonable period of time, thecopy signed as received by the applicant (on the lower
application shall be returned to the applicant with a letterright of the signature side of the page) shall be retained in
which describes the specific reasons why the applicationhe district office files. Two copies of the operations spec-
is deficient and unacceptable. ifications will be sent to the Regional Flight Standards

285 ISSUANCE OF OPERATIONS SPECIFICA- Divisiqn, which will forward one copy to AF300 in
TIONS. Washington.

A. Operations specifications are issued to a foreign air287. AMENDMENTS. Amendments to a foreign air car-
carrier after the responsible FAA office conducts arier's operations specifications may be initiated by either
thorough evaluation of the application and a finding is the operator or the FAA. FAR 129.11(b) provides that a
made that the applicant can meet the operating requireforeign air carrier may apply for an amendment of its
ments of Parts 91 and 129 (see SFAR 38-2 and FARyperations specifications and that the proposed amend-
129.11): The resp9n5|ble mgpect.or shall ensure tha},ant should be submitted whenever the operatpgzes
appropnate operat|on§ SpECIfIC&tIOI’I'S are co'mpletedany change in the items required by Appendix A of Part
reviewed, approved, signed, and mailed or delivered to

the foreign air carrier. See chapter 1 of volume 3 for prep-129 for the application or any change to other items in the

aration of the operations specifications. In addition, if the foreign air carrier's operations specifications. An amend-
foreign air carrier is going to operate any U.S.-registerednent shall be approved only after evaluation of the
aircraft, the inspector shall also ensure that the mainteproposed change and a positive safety finding is made that
nance and Minimum Equipment List requirements of the foreign air carrier can meet the operating requirements
FAR 129.14 are met and that the required letter of authoof Parts 91 and 129 in the conduct of any operation under
rization (permitting the foreign air carrier to use an the amended operations specifications. Amended opera-

approved Minimum Equipment List) is prepared, signed, jong gpecifications are processed and issued in accor-
and mailed or delivered to the foreign air carrier. dance with paragraphs 283 and

e Familiarity with U.S. airspace and airport
operating regulations and procedures

» Accident and incident reporting procedures

B. Aforeign air carrier designator and an operations
specifications number will be assignhed by AVYN-120
for each foreign air carrier operations spec- 288.-292. RESERVED.
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